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Uth reaped a bountifull bleſſing with her humble 
gleaning in the field of her near kinſman Boaz, to 
become the Mother of her Lord and Saviour ; the 
ſame benediition is perpetually to be found in the 
field of the Goſpel, whereof the former field is the faure : 
a poor creature having had the opportunity of a turn or two 
in that field, ard finding much heavenly. conſolation there, 
pick d up with his Pen a few (catterings of what was late- 
ly preſented before the God of the whole harveſt, in two 
Diſcourſes, of the Free Grace of, and Suffering for the 
Goſpel; and being willing they ſhould extend to a ſtanding 
benefit of a few more than the « Auditors, out of love to 
the truth and ſouls hath tranſcribed thews. for the Preſs, 
and if out of them any poor ſoul ſhall preſs the wine of the 
kingdome to comfort and eſtabliſh him, by the aſſiftance of 
the ſpirit of Grace, let him bleſs the Maſter of the Vine- 
yard, who refreſhes every weary ſoul that comues to him. 
1 confeſs the world is well repleniſhed with treatiſes of both 
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To the Reader. 
ſubjefts, Free Grace, and Sufferings, «ll I wiſh is, they 
were better Fudicd and praftiſed, this is only the cafting 
two Mites into the Treaſury, which it is beped ſome will” 
reap the benefit of, nay theje in themſelves contain the 
whole Treaſury if ſanitified to an humble ſoul. | | 

There is only this note to be made, whereas there is 4 < 
neceſſary caution laid down againſt ſourneſs of ſpirit, | 
wrath, deſire of revenge, or the like, to be allowed by any 
ia their ſufferings ; that yet this doth not tend to invali- 
date the true and faithfull ſayings of God, that he will in 
bis time appointed pour ont his fierce wrath and indignati- 
03 againſt. all implacable enemies, as Babylon aud her 
(onfeaerates, in order to the ſetting up the kingaome of 
the Lord Feſus univerſally in the earth in truth and | 
riehteouſneſs ; here is the faith and patience of the Saints, = ;; 
and hence it is they cry , Come Lord Jeſus come | 
quickly, Box 
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| invade it ; he ſets it before us as th 
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FreeGrace Exalted, andilavcoDednesl, 


In « Diſcourſe Xarch 29. 1670: 


— 


= a—_ © — — 


Rom. G. 21. 


As Sin, —— $8 might Grace reign through righteouſneſs 
#0 Eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Sz ITE T. Pazl in this Epiſtle doth eſtabliſh on heavenly 


and divine argaments,* The doQrine of free 
Grace as a rock, asa rock of Eternity, on which 
TETRA the rock himſelf Jeſus Chriſt, as he is the Me- 
SES diator of the Covenant, is founded, againſt 
which all the gates of hell ſhall not be able to prevail ; he eſta- 
bliſherh it againſt all aſſaults by which the powers of darkneſs do 
ut of which all the 
moſt precious and pleaſant myſteries ot the Goſpel do ſpring, 
and as the head, which is chief of them'aH, on which tliey all de- 
pend, from which they all have thelife, ftrength, beauty and 
ſweetneſs 2 In theſe two laſt verſes of this Chapter, you have 
the treaſure of the whole Epiſtle and whole Goſpel, compriſed 


_ with a divine skill in a little compaſs; he gives a diſtin view of 


the whole; In theſetwo verſes is a compariſon between the Law 
and the Goſpel; or the Covenant of Works and Covenant of 
Grace; the myſtery of the Law, and Covenant of works, with 
its delign, end, and effect, repreſented; the Law entred that the 
offence might abound; Sin reigns to death; that's the delign of 
the Law ,. It never entred into the heart of God, that righteoul- 
neſs or life ſhonld be by the Law, or the Covenant of works; no, 
the delign of the Law is, that Sin might find a way into the 
world and be heightned, that the offence might abound, and rhar 
Sin may brjng in death 1:pon all ; bur is this in the eye of God 
| {imply 
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grounds, and heavenly pillars of divine truths, 
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2 Free Grace Exalted, 
ſimply thus to determine his Councels? no, but the Goſpel fol- 
lows, and is the ſweet Riddle, Ont of the Eater came Meat, and, 
ont of the Strong came Sweetneſs , the Law is as a foile for a Dia- 
mond, 'tis the deſign of God, that the Covenant of Grace that 
everlaſting love, might come down from Heaven with a greater 
pomp and glory, with a greater train of ſweetneſs and joy, 
bringing everlaſting righteouſneſs,and everlaſting life along with 
it ; ſo you ſee the 2eth. verſe, The law entred that the offence 
might abound, but where ſin abounded, grace doth much more 
abound : a great heap of fuel islaid to this end, that the fire ra- 
king hold of it, might conſume it, and ſpread it ſelf, and riſe to 
Heaven with a glorions flame, that as fin hath reigned unto 
death, even ſo might Grace reign to Eternal life through righte- 
ouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. My deſign is to. ſpeak to the 
Jaſt part of this verſe, So might Grace 8&c, where you have all 
the treaſures of the Goſpel richly pointed at in the compaſs of 
two lines ; Firſt, you have here a King Grace; this King is on 
the Throne, grace reigns; it reigns over lin and death z 21y, you 
have the Scepter of this King fighteouſneſs, grace reigns through 
righteoufneſs, he reigns to righteouſneſs, or by righteouſneſs, 
righteouſneſs is the Scepter of the kingdome of grace ; 3ly, you 
have the effe& or end of this reign, how blefled is it to be Sub- 
zeRs to this King ? how good and bleſſed is this Kings reign to 
all his Subjefs, for 'ris to eternal life, a life of grace and of glo- 
ry, a life that is begun herein earth and fleſh by grace, that is 
perfeRted in the ſpirit and inheaven by glory ; then 4ly, here is 
the great Miniſter of this great King, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
grace reigns by Jeſus Chriſt, && great Kings ;: Firſt, they make 
their Miniſters of State; they firſt raiſe them, then uſe them, and 
reign by them, as Pharach.by Foſeph; ſo Jeſus Chriſt is both the 
gift of this grace, and the Miniſter of this grace, free grace raiſed 


Jeſus Chriſt up to be a Mediator in the Covenant of grace, to be | 


a Miniſter in-this kingdome of grace, and then reigns by him to 
eternal life ,. Jeſus ChriN is the Miniſter of grace by both 
righteouſneſles, the righteouſneſs of juſtification, which is the 
righreouſneſs of God in Jeſus Ehriſt, reſting as a Crown on the 
head of a Soul to juſtifie him, and he is the righteouſneſs of 
SarAification, the righteouſneſs of God by Jeſus Chriſt as a 
c90t of holineſs in the heart of a Saint, ſpringing up into all ho- 
Jinefs 


all confulior ':e brings out the head one, he brings out him- 
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lineſs and ſpirituality there; how full is this- bleſfedneſs ? how 
fall is the Covenant of grace? ſo many words as be here, . 
ſo many heavens open therſelves in falneſs of grace and glory; 
Grace, Righteouſneſs, Eternal life , Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
every one comprehends all. 
Divines diſtinguiſh between two ſorts of grace, one is grace- 
making-grace, the other is grace-made-grace; the one is Eternal 
love in the heart of the Father to the Soul, the other is a Spiri- 
tual lovelineſs in the heart of a Believer, which is this love from 
the heart of the Father, firſt ſhining into the Soul, and ſo kindling 
it ſelf to a holy lave there, which love at once carries the Soul 
out of it ſelf ro the boſome of God, and changes the Soul to the 
likeneſs of God, 8 fills ic with the grace & joy S&glory of God, 
The grace mentioned here in the Text, is the firit of theſe; that 
which Divines rightly call free grace; for you ſee 'tis a grace that 
is antecedent to, and tranſcendent over eternal life, and Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf in his mediatory office, for 'tis a grace that reigns 
by all theſe, -as the Scepter, Miniſter, and eff<& of his reign. 
The DoQtine which I intend to proſecute from theſe words 1s 
this; the free grace of God is the Supream and Soveraign good in 


.y Covenant of grace, and in the Goſpel, 'ris that from which all the 


good things of the Goſpel flow, on which they all depend, and by 
which they are all diſpens'd ; we ſee it lies plain in the Texc, 'ris 
the great King that reigns, the glorified perſon of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is but the Throne of this grace where ir (irs, from which ic 
reigns;righteouſneſs is the golden Scepter of this grace,& eternal 
life the fruit of this grace ; this free grace reigns to eternal lite, 
this grace muſt of neceſſity be Soveraignly, ſupreamly, abſolute- 
ly, every way infinitely free and full when 'tis before eternal life, 
it being the beautiful cauſe that produces this bleſſed c<ficR eter- 
nal life, which comprehends the life of grace and of glory in the 
Whole compals of it, Zach. 4. 7. the Lord ſpeakgthus, -Who art 

thou, O great Mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt become a 
a Plain, and he ſball bring forth the head Ftone thereof. with ſhout- 

Ings, Crying grace, grace unto it. Zerubyabel is the figure of Je- 

ſus Chriſt, the ſcatterer of Babel, that ſpirit of heavenly beauty 

and order that takes away all confuſion, which ſaich, O death. / 
will be x death , ſo he calls himſelf Zerubbabel, the confufion of 


ſelf 


Free Grate-Exalted, 

ſelf rhe head None of the ſpiritual building with ſhouting, and 
what doth he teach them to cry to it in the ſhouting, Jeſus, Je- 
ſus ? nono, they cry to Jeſus himſelf as he brings out himſelf 
the head ſtone, grace, grace, free grace, love from eternity, ſu- 
pream love, ſoveraign love, the moſt beautiful womb out of 
which Jeſus Chriſt rogether with all his heavenly treaſure and 
ſweetneſs ſprings, cry grace, grace to it. My beloved, you know 
that the material Temple was but a figure of the ſpiritual and li- 
ving Temple, which is the Temple of rhe Lord Jeſus, and of 
every Saint ; O that your ſpiritual ſenſes were awaked, what 
melody ſhould we hearac this building of grace, of the ſpiritua! 
Temple, in every ſoul, as begun in laying the head ſtone the 
foundition, as carried on in rearing the walls, as finiſh'd in lay- 
ing on the roof of glory, we ſhould hear the heavenly company 
the bleſſed Angels and Spirits ſhouting with raviſhing harmony, 
crying to it, grace, grace, free love,ſupream ſoveraign love, eter- 
ral love, tis this, *tis this, which layes it ſelf as the foundation 
and head ſtone in the perſon of Chriſt, this carries on the build- 
ing in the walls and flores, and layes it ſelf the top ſtone in glo- 
ry : O my beloved that have this building though imperfe& in 
you, you that lye*in the rubbiſh, that have any ſence of the 
beauty of this building, of the glorious company that inhabit ir, 
there is no ſuch way to have it began, carried on, and finiſh'd, as 
to cry continually to ir, grace, grace, as with a ſhout of raviſhing 
aft-Ctions from a ſence of love, love infinitely free, tranſcending 
all your expectations, with a ſhout of admiration cry continual- 
ly with the language of all within you, of all your parts, powers, 
ſenſe:, grace, grace z O the infinite freedom of grace, O the ſo- 
, veraignty and ſupremacy of grace, of eternal Jove reigning 
through righteouſneſs to eternal life by Jeſus Ehriſt our Lord, 
reigning over fin and death, and even out of them from the 


blackeſt darkneſs, raiſing the more beautifully the Temple of di- 


vine light, and divine love. 
I delign to ſpeak ſomewhat largely of Free Grace: | 
In the Porch of the Temple were two great Pillars, Boaz, and. 
Fachin, one ſignifying in ſtrength, the other, he ſhall eſtabliſh, 
or he ſhall: prepare : O' my beloved, bleſſed are they whoſe 
heart, whoſe hope, whoſe grace, whoſe glory doth go up as a 
heavenly Temple, reſting on theſe two Pillars which meet both 


 O 
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\n one,free grace; here's the ſtrength of the God-head his love, 
God is love ; here's the preparation and eſtabliſhment, the pre- 
paration from eternity, free grace from eternity, and the eſta- 
bliſhment, is through all changes and ſtorms of times to eternity. 

There be three things in which in general I would: open and 
confirm the nature of free grace. -Fir{t, The grace of God, free 
grace is the higheſt love, Secondly, * Tis the higheſt lovelineſs ; 
and Thirdly, lr is the higheſt joy. 

Firſt, The grace of God is the higheſt love ; grace.in the Ie- 
brew tongue Kene from Kana, lignifies moſt properly a love 
condeſcending, ſtooping from the greateſt height with the great- 
e{t complacency, bowing ir ſelf down, ſo making it felf one 
with the loweſt objeR in its loweſt eſtate, and that to this eno, 
that it may raiſe this obje&R, and carry it to its own height, to be 
one with its ſelf in its own beauty and triumphant bleſſednets , 
the force of the word according to ſome enforces thus much, this 
is exprels'd by another word, Pſalm 63. 3. Becauſe thy loving 
kinaneſs is better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee : "tis Keſes, 
here's the grace of God exprefs'd as the higheſt love, beiter than 
life ; there be three excellent things, light, life, and love, life 


15 an excellency of a higher kind than light is, life is light in 3 


tranſcendent perfcRion, therefore called light of life ; and fo 15 
love above life, 'tis a higher kind of excellency than lite, cis 
the perfeRion of life , as life is better than fingle light, becaulz 
"ris light in a perfeRion in which it tranſcends it ſelf, ſo is love 
better than life, becaufe 'ris life in a perfe&tion in which 1t 
tranſcends it ſelf, the higheſt love is.the love of Gcd tree grace, 
what purity, power, pleaſantneſs, and glory, is there in light * 
what ({trength, virtue, \weetneſs,and joy, is there in lite ? all theſe 
be comprehended in the love of God, all theſe be comp:rehended 
in free grace with an eminency ſurmounting themlelyes. - The 
eEft<& is in the cauſe after a more excetlent manner; love 4s the 
Fountain of life, and ſo the Grown of life, every thing that is 
defirable in light and life, is more delirable in love, as the cauſe 
exceeds the effeR : thus the loving Kindneſs of Gud is better 
than life. 

This love ſignifies a natural love that flows freely and ſweetly 
from its own nature ; O how high a love is that of tree grace ? 
Q how iree is this grace and loye in all irs ſweetne(s, p__ 
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ſweet in allits freedome, flowing from the divine nature, from 
the God-head ? the beſt of honey is live honey that drops from 
the Comb without raining ; the pureſt myrhe is that which 
comes from the tree of its ſelf ; this is love at its greateſt height, 
this is the pure honey the grace of God, free grace that flows 
of its own accord, without any thing moving, from the nature 
and heart of God himſelf. As a Fountain is a treaſury of water 
which continually ſends out living ſireams, as the Sun is a body 
of light which from the beginning of the world to the end ſends 
out millions of beams every moment, yet it remains ſtill full and 
undeminiſh'd, ſuch is free grace, or God the Fountain. of free 
grace; our God isa treaſury of love, a compoſure of love and 
{weetnels that freely from himſelf every moment, from eternity 
to eternity, ſends out millions of millions of ſtreams and of 
beams of glorious love, yet ſtill remains a Fountain, a bun of 
richeſt love undeminiſh'd ; how pleaſant, and pure, and power - 
ful, is free grace ? how ſweet is it to reſt in the boſome and lye 
in the arms of free grace ? it is to lye in the boſoame and arms of 
God, as in an unlimited treaſury ot the higheſt love and ſweet- 
neſs, where love is ſpringing with millions of ſprings and com- 
munications of its ſelf in all forms of grace, comfort, ſtrength, 
joy, and glory everlaſtingly, without any ceflation or diminuti- 
on. I would not be long, neither would I miſs my application, 
therefore ſhall leave the other two arguments to ſet out free 
grace, in that it is the higheſt lovelineſs, and higheſt joy, as well 
- = higheſt love, therefore ihall ſpend the reſt of the time in 
c uſe. 

My firſt Uſe is of Admonition z take heed of being rangers, 
and being enemies to the grace of God, to free grace g as Firg 
wandring from his neſt, ſo is a man from his place ; the Fews ſay 
place there is the name of God, 'tis free grace that is the reſt of 
every Spirit, of every Sou), here 'tis born, here 'tis hatch'd. 
fledg'd, cheriſh'd, and fed, here the heavenly Mother, the eter- 
nal ſpirit ſpreads his wings ; tis tree grace is the place of every 
ſoul,every thing is at reſt in its place, and ſtrengthened in its pro- 
perplaceor element ; here is thy place O man, here alone is th 
reſt, here you ſpring up to ſpiritual ſtrength and virtue, O'then 
take heed of being ſtrangers and enemies to-it , he that is a ſtran.. 
ger to ity, 15 as a man wandring from his place, a bird wandring 
from 


from its neſt, where ſhall it be cheriſh'd and fed ? he that di- 
ftarbs bis Family, is like one that bears his own fleſh, ſaith Solo- 
Mo# ; be not enemies to grace, this is thy place and neſt, if you 
diſorder your own place, and hilleſt it withenmity, you be as he 
that conſumes his'own life and being, 
There be three ſorts of perſons ſtrangers and enemies to free 
4 grace, theſe two tall into one, for ſree grace hath no enemy to 
it, burhe that is Ignorant of it, and aw-{trangersto it, for thoſe 
JI that know thy name will trujt in thee, thoſe that have taſted the 
ſweetnels of free grace, what a heavenly Vine this is that cheers 
both the heart of God and man, theſe will bow down to it, and 
c cry to all their hopes and expeRations, grace, grace. The three 
[ ſorts-of perſons that are ſtrangers and enemies to free grace, are- 
firſt, the Prophane Heathen, 2ly, the Pijous Jew, and 3'y, the 
Vain Chriſtian ; O you that here me when I ſpeak of the 11ca- 
then and Few, think not that I talk of Feraſalem or the Indies ; 
O that theſe three ſtrangers were not in the midſt of us : the firſt 
ſtranger is the Prophane Heathen, Jeſus Chriſt ſaid ro Pilare, 
| Foha 18. 37. For this cauſe came I into the world, to bear witneſs 
| zo the truth ; he that is of the truth hears my woyce ©: Pilate (aid, 
What 1s truth, and then went out : this 1s a Pilate ſpirit, 4 ITua- 
. then ſpirit, one that is fit for intereſt ſake to crucifie Chriit ; 
when Chriſt ſpake of ſo great a glory as the end both of his life 
and death, he asks, What 3s truth, and turns his back on Chri(t, 
but whart is this truth that Chriſt hath ſuch an eſteem of, That: * 
he came from Heaven to Earth, and died to declare, ſee it in two 
| or three Scriptures, 'tis that truth of the Goſpel which Sainc 
Paul ſets out, 2 Cor. 4. 6. the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Feſws Chriſt ;, this is that truth, a light of - 
glory ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; what is this glory, ſee | 
| that jn another Scripture, Eph. 1, 6. to the praiſe of the glory of 
his grace , here's the glory, the grace of God, tree grace is the 
lory of God z this is the truth, this is-the truth for which 
—__Chriſt lived and dyed, that the light of this giory, the molt g19-- 


actor 
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# rious and ſweet light of the free grace of God, might ſhine from &þ 
s bh his face on the heart of his brethren. Again, wha: that trath is 
: for which Jeſus Chriſt lived and dyed, ſee in thoſe lait words of 
i his Prayer to his Father, Fohn 17. ult. 1 have declared to then: 


thy name, and will declare it ; What's that name and that decla- 
a 2 11912 


by \ 
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Z Hive Grace Exalted; 
r:tion?'tis this free grace, that God is love, known by his name of 
lyve, (o it appears, that the love wherewith thou ha#t loved me, 
may be in them, and I in them ; O unexprellible love ! 

How infinitely ſweet and free is that love z conſider three 
things in ir, firit, that the love that the Father hath to Jeſus 
Crit, is that very love by which he brings out Jeſus Chriſt as 
the ſecond perſon in the Trinity, the only begotten of the Father 
from eternity to eternity; *ris that love by which he delights in 
him, ard embraces him, and hath all joy in him, as he lies eter- 
nally in the boſome of the Father, the eternal generation of the 
Lord Jeſus, which is the ſame from eternity to eternity, with 
which he is the delight, and joy, and glory of the Father , this is 
the love of the Father with which he loves Jeſus Chriſt, and is 
not this a free love? 

Secondly, This love of the Father with which he loves Jeſus 
Chriſt, is the ſame love of the Father which 1s in the Satnts as 
their root, as that eternal root out of which the Saints ſpring, 
and out of which Jeſus Chriſt ſprings in a Saint, that eternal root 
cut of which Jeſus Chriſt, and a Saint, ſpring both together as 
two Spirits marryed, and become one Spirit, how rich and free 
15 this love ? : 

Thirdly, This love of the Father to a Saint is that to which 
the being of Chriſt in a Saint is a conſequent, how full is this 
love which is anteceedent to the Union of Jeſus Chriſt, and a 
Soul out of which all good ſprings to a Soul, is not this free 
grace ? that glory of God for which Jeſus Chriſt lived and dyed 
that this truth might ſhine in the face of all his Saints, this is 
that love in which the joy of all holy Angels and men is plac'd ; 
who art thon now, -when Jeſus Chriſt lived and dyed to- publiſh 
this joyful ſound of free grace, when the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
when Saints Baptiſed into the Spirit of Ehriſt, continually ſhour 
and cry concerning all good within them, or round about them, 
grace, grace, free grace, love from eternity, and to eternity ? 
who art thou, that as Pate negligently cryes, what 1s this grace, 
I underſtand it not, and ſo goelt away turning thy back on this: 
grace, on Jeſus Chrilt, on the glorious Miniſtry of this grace, 
on the everlaiting Father the Fountain of this grace ? this is the 

Prophane Heathen. 
The ſecond ſtranger and enemy & free grace, is the pious Jew, 
when 
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when Jeſus Chriſt by his doAtine diſcovered his glory, and the 
people believed on him,: the moſt religious Jews cryed out, we 
know that God ſpake toMoſes, but whence this man came we know 
z0t, Oh how many fuch Jewiſh devour ſpirits be- among Chri- 
ſians ? when Jeſus Chrilt in the Miniſtry of his Goſpel ſhines 
out with the beams of free grace, breaking out in their ſimpli- 
city, purity, and unmix'd freedome, fee it not, and know it not; 
when Jeſus Chriſt in his glorified face ſcatters thoſe beams of 
grace into the. boſome of many men, they cry out, this we 
know, that e Hoſes, that the. latter of the. Scripture every 
where calls upon us to bedoing, to abound in good works, 
to work out onr Salvation with tear and trembling ; but what 
this doctrine of free grace is, we know not, nor whence ir 
comes, although there be no right doing or abounding in good 
works, or working.out Salvation, but by the operation of this 
free grace, for it is God that work.h in us both to will and to 
do ; how ignorant are many of the Religious Jews among us of 
the glory of this King, of the power of his reign, who reigns by 
A Scepter of righteouſneſs to eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Oh let no more thine own reaſon,the free will or power of 
the creature, or all works ariſing from theſe in oppolition to the 
free grace of God, wwcontend with ir for the preheminence or 
copartnerſkip, to take the Scepter of righteouſneſs out of his 
hand, no, free grace hath a molt glorious Miniſter by which he 
will reign to bring ont eternal lite through righteouſneſs, and 
that is Jeſus Chriſt: in ihe place of free will, right reaſon 
ſo called, and all created excellencies, he ſets up Jeſus Chriſt , 
free grace reigns through righteouſneſs to eternal life by. Jeſus 
Chrilt. 

The third enemy and ſtranger to the grace of God, is the Vain 
Chriſtian, and this is of two Kinds y firſt, he that playes the-wan- 
ton with the grace of God, Oh that there were not roo much of 
this; when God rained to the Jews the bread of Angels in the wil- 
derneſs, they loathed it,and ſaid, What is thrs manna,how inſipid is 
this, we find no ſtrength in it, Oh that this were not the temper of 
many. HoW is that relliſh of free grace, that ſavour and eſteem of 
free grace, that eager feeding of the ſoul on free grace, as the de- 
licacy of Heaven and Eternity which was among the Saints of 
old,now almoſt quite loſt ? how do we play the wanton with this 
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grace of God that rei | | 
tisfie our underſtanding, or to feed and feaſt our will and affeQi= 
ons ; tak heed I befeech you of thus playing the wanton with. 
free grace, whoſoever be be that ſubordinates the free grace of 
God to any thing belides its ſelf, or bounds it in. any thing be- 
ſides it ſelf, he that gives it confinement to or:dependance on any 
thing of the creature, or ſubjects the free grace of God to mans. 
reaſon, or which is the other wantoneſs, turns this grace of 
God into a liberty to ſin, and makes this high free love a pre- 
tence or cloak to licentiouſneſs, he is a ſtranger and enemy to the- 
grace of God, as 'cis of God, he that fees nor God to be all in 
all, ſees nothing at all of God rightly, ſo-he that fers not up the 
grace of God in the infinireneſs, unlimitedneſs, independency of 
its own freedome and ſweetneſs, tranſcendent over, antecedent 
to all good in the creature, he makes the mig of God nothing; 
=” no grace, unleſs it be all grace, abate any thing of the 
reedome of divine grace, and 'tis no more grace at all, I con- 
clude this Uſe with the laſt of the Revelations 18. For I teitifie 
to every man that heareth the word: of the my of this book.; 
If any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto bim the 
Plagues that are written in this book, and if any man ſhall take 
away from the words of this book,, God ſhall rake away his part out 
of the book.of life. See the danger of adding to, or taking from the 
word of God; now to bring this ro my purpoſe, you may ſee that 
this word of God is no.other than the word of his grace,no word 
comes from God to his people,but the word of his grace,jir hath 
its beginning,ſtrength,and end in this grace,as appears20 Atts 32, 
Now Brethren I commend you to God, andthe word of his grace, 
which 3s able to build you up,and give you an inheritance amongſt all. 
them that are ſanitified, he takes from Scadds ro the word ofGod, 
that takes from and adds to the grace of God. O my beloved, ler 
us all then, as the glory of God is dear to us, as the peace of our 
ſouls and bodies is dear tO us, lets take heed of taking from, or 
adding to the grace of God, if we take from the grace of God 
any thing of its own freedome, of its antecedence to all good in 
all creatures, God certainly will take from us proportionably of 
the purity, of the peace, of the power, of his ſpirit in our ſpirits, 
of the comfort and proſperity of our lives, of conſolation and 
joy in death, of our blefledneſs and glory after death. If we add 
0 the grace-of God, any power in the creature, any free-will in 
the 
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the creature, any excell cy in the creature, God certainly will fo withdrary 
from us, thar by it we ſhall find we add to our Grietond, we add to our 
care, fear, grief, doubt, rggen ar Fee while we live and addto the 
bjackneſs of darkneſs in death, and'\add to everlaſt.;ng torments after death, 
if this free grace itTelf do not interpoſe and prevent it by its ownfreedome. 
My next Uſe is rien all, Heathens, Jews, and Chriftians, to ſeek 
after this grace of God, to be acquainted with it, and that their acquaintance 
may encreaſe, ſeek acquaintance with the free grace of Ged with all your” 
heart ; let all the defires of your heart be wrapt up in the ſearch of free grace, 
Pſalm 27.8. Myhbeart ſaith, ſcek my face, thy face will I ſeek; free grace, 
cternal Ive, thus is the naked face of God, Oh ſeek, Ict your heart with all 


within you = to you continually by day and by rizht, ſzek the face of God, 


the grace of , and let your heart anſwer again the truth of your pra- 
Aice, thy grace O God we will ſeek ,, all good taings of time and etcrnity are 
wrapt up in the grace of God, wildome is tree ot lite to thoſe that take hold 
of it, *ris the Goſpel is the Tree of life, *ris grace is the Goſpel, the glad ry- 
dings from Heaven; take hold of this grace of God by faith, *tis a tree of life, 
God is the toer of this tree in thy ſpirit, when you take hold of the grace of 
God, you ſhall have the Father the Fountaty of this grace, rhe Son the Chan- 
nel full of this grace, the holy Spirit as the hving Streams, living Water, and 
Floud of this grace, pouring out it ſelf into thee, you ſhall have the new na- 
ture, the ſpiritual man, the budds of this ttee {; ringing out of this root, and 
every ſpiritual grace as the branches of it, and all joy and glory of the ſpirit as 
the fruit of free grace, on which your ſoul ſhall feed-as on the fruit of his own 
tree 3 O thenfollow free grace, wait for it, ſeek acquaintance with it, with 
all your underſtanding, might and power. | 

My next Uſe is, to warn all that profeſs the name of God to take heed of li- 
ving under the law, of an ina legal ſpirit ; you ſhall ſee how I come to 
this admonition from this doftrine, 1f you der that Text which loudly 
alarums us to haſt from Sinai to Sir, 6 Rom.14. For Sin ſball not have do- 
minion over you, for you are not under the Law, but under grace. O behold 
and tremble to ſee that the law and grace are inconſiſtent in their reign, if 
you be under the law, you cannot be under grace ; if you be under grace, you 
are no more nnder the law ; it you be under the law, ſfindomineers over you, 
grace is no King to you; O then be fearful to build Tabernacles un Mount 
Sinai in clouds and earth-quakes under the adminiſtration of tHe law ; but 
you will ſay, how ſhall we know if we be under the law or no? I ſhall at this 
time give you one charaCter to know it by ; art thou ſtill in thy natural cſtate 
of unregeneracy of unbelief, then you are under the law, and not under grace, 
the Lord Jeſus tells, Fohn ;. 3. Except # man be bors again, he canno: [te the 
Ringdome of God ; and again, Except a man be born of Water. aud of the Spi- 
rit, he cannot enter 5nto the Kingdom of God © art thc!1 2cquainted but with a 
natural birth, art thou a ſtranger to the new birth, tlie ſecond birth, that 
from above where grace is a King, whoſe Kingdome is righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the holy Ghoſt; art not thou bern of water aud of the ſpirit, of that 
ſpirit the ſpirit x7 grace, of that water which is above the Firmament, the 
grace of this ſpirit which flows for ever , then you cannot fee or enter into the 
Kingdome of grace; there is a Cherub with a flaming ſworg, the Miniſtry wp 
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i2 Free Grace Exalted, %e>_ : 
the Jaw, that keeps the.cntrance that you cannot taſt the ſweetneſs, joy and 
2)ory of this grace ; the law hath dominion over thee, and4in, death, the de- 
vil, and cternal wrath, have dominion over thee according to thy preſent fate; 
Oh that you would lament this with tears of blood, that your hearts would 
Ereak with longings, til] grace according to its freedome tranſlate from this 
Kingdome of the law to its own Kingdome and Dominion, a Kingdome of 
Heaven upon Earth , Alas, while abr ths law in vain do you ſtrive.to break 
the chains of corruption and luſt, guilt and fear ; fin reigns powerfully, and 
will reignto death, to a firſt death, a dark and melancholly ſtare, to the ſecond 
death, a long and cneleſs night without any glimps of light or the leaſt refreſh- 
ment, where you lye in torments unexpreſſible beyond that of the higheſt fear, 
in unquenchable burnings, where evil ſpirits and devils inthis Kingdome of the 
law and wrath pour continually oyl to the fire, and cry out, where be the 
pleaſures of Gn, the riches of the world, where is your pomp, happineſs and 
Joy» now in all the things that were ſeen, and be now vantſhcd, and be as fue] 
ro heighten your flame z O come to the Lord Jeſus and be councelled by him: 
weread when an Army of the Philiſtines lay between David, and Bethlehem, 
he cryed out, 0h that one would give me drink of the water of the Well of Beth- 
lehem which is by the gate, and three mighty men brake through the Hoſt aud 
brought water to David, but he poured it 0:tt unto the Lo; and fa;d, far be it 
from me, ts not this the blood of the men that went in jcopa- fy of their lives > 
Hear. al] you that are under the law,the boſome of the Father 1: che truc Bethle 
hem, the houſe of bread, Jeſus Chriſt the bxead of God is there, in rieyare of 
this Bethlehem is a fountain of graccs O Jong day and nigat cry an ſay, in the 
ear of the Lord Jeſus, who will give to drink of thar Fountain in the gate of 
Bethlehem, in the fountain of grace, then I ſhallnot be parch'd with the burn- 
Ing heat of luſt, of guilt, of grief, of pain, then ſhall I thirſt no more after the 
poylons of this world, the leaſt drop of that water would be an eternal ſolace 
to my ſou] ; Oh hear and ſee theu that thus longeſt and fainteſt to drink, bur 
cryelt, alafs there be Arnes between thee and this fountain, Armies of cox- 
ruptions, of guilt, of fin and wrath, Armics of deviis, Oh who now ſhall give 
me to drink of this fountain 2 Be not caſt down, look up, behold, and ſce,and 
rejoyce to ſee Jeſus Chriitthe mighty Worthy of God hath broke tkrough a!l 
theſe Armics, an in defpight of all, he brings of the living water of grace,trom 
the fountain of grace for thee to drink, nay he brings thee to the fountain in the 
boſome of the Father ; Oh now in this moment, thou that haſt hitherto been 
In thy natural citate under the dominion of the jaw, hear his voyce that by the 
Maniſtry brings thee to the fountain of grace, that calls thee to come freely 
without money and without price, todrink deep of this fountain ; this ſhajl 
ſpring up to all righteouſneſs, holineſs and joy in thee ; this ſhall ſpring up as 
Nreams to make thee flouriſh ke the garden of God ; Oh that the Lord Je- 
{us would be preſent with thee now to a new birth, to give thee a new heart, 
a — heart, do not as hitherto pour out the precious water of this grace 
frum iis fountain on the ground by contempt of it ; but ſay now, Shall I ſpill 
the 1vater of this grace, which is the blood of my Jetus, the life of my Jeſus, 
that not enl7 hazarded, bur poured out his blood ro bring me to'this fountain; 
Oh drink then, the ſpirit of grace give thee a new nature, a new heart to drink 
ecep, to drink Fs rt by day and by night of this free: grace which reigns 
through righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | | ; | 
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In a Diſcourſe, May 10. 1670, : 


Romans 5. 21. the latter part. 


So might Grace reign through Righteouſneſs unto Eter- 
nal life by Feſus Chriſt 0Ar Lord, 


5 Have raiſed this DoQrine from theſe words, 
9 That the Grace of God is the Supream good 
] inthe Goſpel, in the Covenant of Grace, 
there is no good above it, there is no good 
g before it, all thegood of the Goſpel comes 
———== from it, all good depends on it, and is dif- 
pens'd by it. I have ſhewed that this Grace is ſovereignly' 
infinitely free, ſweet, and irrefiſtable : I demonſtrated this 


by three Arguments. 
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Evangelical Rules 


Firſt, That the grace of God is the higheſt lovezSecondly, 
The grace of God is the higheſt lovelineſs and beauty; Third- 
ly It is the higheſt joy. This is the grace of God, the love 
of the Father, the lovelineſs of the Son, God in all the three 
Perſons at once (ſhining out in each of them in the light of 
divine love, heavenly beauty , and incomprehenlible joy, 
and breaking out from God in the ſpicir of a Saint as a fpiri- 
tual flame of divine love, heavenly beanty, and infinite joy, 
inlightning inlivening the ſoul of a Saint, teaching it and 
transforming it to one ſpiritual Hame of the ſame love, beau- 
ty, and joy, with it ſelf. 

My laſt Uſe was an Exhortation to glorifie the grace of 
God, and thereby the God of grace. Firſt, in our lives, -by 


living to this grace z Secondly, by ſuffering for this grace, by 


this grace. 1 ſpake of the firſt, and ſhall by the aſliſtance of 
God ſpend this time on this laſt part, to gloritie the grace of 
God in your ſufferings, Here I began by the grace of God to 
deliver thoſe things ro you, which I my ſelf have ſometimes 
received from Jeſus Chriſt, when I have ſeen his face and 
raſted his love by a ſpirit of faith, and ſo do hope and delire 
in the {impliciry of my heart to lead you by the ſame anoint- 
mg of the ſpirit of this grace of God ſhining in the face of 
Chriſt with this heavenly love, beauty, and joy, as I hope I 
my (elf am led and taught to live upon them, 

There be five Rules would lay before you in the purſuit 
of this Exhortation FER > 

Firſt, See that vo 

ou to iuffer, 

Secondly, Suffer only for the grace of God. 

Thirdly, Suffer with grace in your ſpirits. 

Fourthly, Suffer with grace in your outward behaviour. 
- - Fifthly, Let grace alone, this grace of God, be all your 
ſolace in all your ſufferings. . — 

Firſt, Suffer from the grace of God calling yon to it, 
Heb. 5. 4. the Holy Ghoſt tells us, Vo man takgs this honour 
ro himſelf, as a Prie#t to God, but he that # called of God, as 
Aaron was ; when you ſuffer as Saints, then you will by 
| Jeſus 


a ſuffer from the grace of God calling 
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concerning Suffering. 
Jeſus Chriſt become like him, and be both the Prieſt and the 
Sacrifice ; but take heed you take not this honour toyour 
ſelves to be Prieſts and Sacrifices to God, except he call you 
toit, as hedid eAaron : St. Paul layes this as the ground of 
all that ſpiritual light that flowed from him, in his Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, 1 Cor. I. 1. Paul called to an Apoſile of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, through the will of God , then have you a ſweet- 
neſs and ſtrength in your ſufferings, when you can ſay of 
your ſelyes, ſuch an one is called ro be a Sufferer ; when the 
grace of God calls you to be a Sufferer, then the title of a 
Sufferer and the triumph will be great. Paul when he ſtood 


before the Roman Governour, makes this the ground of his - 


confidence and confolation, O King Agrippa 1 was not diſ- 
obedient to the heavenly viſion ;, what a ſpring of freſh life will 
this be to ſay, 1 have not been diſobedient. ro the heavenly 
viſion, I have not been diſobedient to the heavenly call, the 
grace of God ſhining without me 1n his providences of grace, 
and ſhining before me in his word of grace, and ſhining 
within ms, Kve the ſpirit of that grace on: my ſpiritf O ye 
the Flock of Jeſus Chriſt, O ye little Flock, keep your eye 
on your Shepheard the Lord Jeſus, eſpecially when he leads 
ou into the Wildernes, and into the Storm, fee him going 
fore you, and hear his voyce calling to- ſuffer, and know 
his voyce; then ſhall you go in and out and find paſture; then 
in the valley of death you ſhall meet with green paſtures ; 
chen in the time of great tempeſts when the Sea roars, you 
ſhall feed by the ſtill water-brooks and rivers , then in the 
hot noon of Perſecution your Shepheard ſhall lay you in a 
ſhady grove, under his own ſhadow, in the tender graſs, in 
his own boſome, and there and then your Conſcience, toge- 
ther with the ſpirit of grace, the -holy Angels, all bleſſed 
Spirits, ſhall be as ſo many Birds ſinging about you, and you 
hall appear as a continual Spring z God fhall ſpring up in the 
beauty of his appearance, in the manifeſtation of his love, 
while you are obedient to the heavenly viſion, and follow the 
heavenly call of his grace in his Providences, his Word, and 
Spirit. This is the firſt Rule, See that you ſufter only from 
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grace calling you to it. B 2 Second 
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Evangelical Rules 
Second Rule is, See that you ſuffer for the grace of God 
only ; but before 1 fall on the affirmativepart of this Rule, 
1 have cautions to give, to take heed of theſe things for which 
ou are not to ſuffer, 
Firſt, Suffer not for the favour of man to pleaſe any par- 
ty or perſwaſion ; Saint Panl ſaith, Do 1 perſwade men, or 
God ? or do I ſeek to pleaſe men? for if 1 yet pleaſed men, 1 
ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt, Gal. 1. 10. Oh ſuffer not to 
approve your ſelyes ro men; the Scripture ſaith, Fudg. 9.13. 
T bat Wine cheareth the heart of God and man. A learned In- 
terpreter applies this to Chriſt and his "Saints, Chriſt the 
Vine, and Saints the Branches, the blood of Chriſt in his 
Saints poured out in ſufferings, makes glad the heart of God 
and man, Oh pour not out this blood to make glad the heart 
of man alone; how fooliſh be we to ſeek. to pleaſe men with 
a falſe fleſhly ſpirit ? Oh let this Wine be poured out to this 
end, to make glad the heart of God, and all that partake of 
the ſame divine joy with him. A great King when he met 
with a great Philoſopher ſaid, Oh what aTheatre have I hoſt, 
by thy not ſeeing my ations : It was more to him to be ap- 
plauded by this one man before all the world, than all the 
benefit of his viſtories beſides. Beware of this, to make any 
man, any ſort of men, the Theatre of your Sufferings, to be 
applauded by men, let God alone be the Theatre of your 
Sufferings, tis a light thing with me, ſaith the Apoſtle, ro be 
Judged in mans day ; jet this be the beginning and end of all 
your ſuttering, to be applauded by God, approved of God, 
and accepted by him, "XD 
Suffer not out of any humour or paſſion, the Apoſtle ex- 
horts 1 Cor. 5. 8. Let us keep the feaſt, not with old leaven, 
netther with the leaven of malice, but with the unleavened 
bread of fincerity and truth , this relates to the Paſſeover, 
7th. verle, For Chriſt our P aſſeover ts ſacrificed for us : there 
is to be a conformity berween the ſufferings of Ehriſt and a 
Saint; do you come to ſuffer with Chriſt ? let it be like 
Chriſt, let it be a Paſſeover, let it be a Sacrifice of a Lamb, 
lay thy ſelf down as a Lamb, gentle, innocent, and _ 
b an 
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concerning Suffering. 
and let this be a feaſt, and caſt out the old leaven, all ſour, 
ſullen, croſs, perverſe ſpirits ; keep this feaſt with the un- 
leavened bread, the lincerity, truth, ſimplicity of an inno- 
cent, gentle, meek ſpirit. ” ol 

Suffer not for any earthly intereſt, worldly power, or 
earthly kingdom ; Saint Paul tells us, 2 Cor. 3;17, 18. that 
that which kept him from fainting in aflition, we look not 
at the things that are ſeen, but ar the things that are nor 
ſeen, for the things that are ſeen are temporal ; now while 
the outward man periſhes, the inward man is renewed day by 
day ; if we ſuffer with our eyes on viſible powers and inte- 
reſts, we ſhall faint in our ſuffering, when inſtead of having 
our expeRations of great rewards anſwered, we ſhall find our 
outward man, and the intereſts thereof decay, at what a loſs 
ſhall we be. Saint Paul joyns theſe two together, minding 
earthly things, and being enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
' Phil. 3.18, 19. be not deceived, it will be found an unhappy 
deluſion ; while we think we are in conformity to the Crols 
of Chriſt, for us to keep our eye, mind, and heart, fix'd on 
earthly things, we ſhall be found in truth enemies to the 
Croſs of Chriſt. 

My fourth caution is this in my ſecond Rule of ſuffering 


for grace, ſuffer not for a wrathful ſpirit, for a Miniſtry of 


vrath and of the Law ; this is the ſervile ſpirit, the ſon of 
Hagar the bondwoman which is of Mount Szas, this ſpirit 
ſhall not inherit the promiſe or the kingdome of God , that 
is reſerved for the ſpirit of the freewoman, for Iſaak the ſecd 
of love, of divine mirth and joy : when Nadab and eAbiny 
offer'd (trange fire before the Lord, the ſtrange fire retains 
upon them and conſumes them ; God calls his own works of 
wrath, a ſtrange work; 'tis a ſtrange fire to God who is love. 
If you come to ſuffer with the itrange fire of a wrathfull ſpi- 
rit, this fire will burn upon you till this wrathfull fpiric hath 
conſumed you. Moſes himſelf, the meekeſt man on earth, 
yet being a Miniſter of the law and of wrath, for one wrath- 
full expreſſion, hear now ye. Rebels, he was not ſuffered to 
enter into the good land of Canaan, David, a man after Gods 
m_—_— 
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1 Rules 
heart, though he had fought the battels of the Lord, for his 
wrath in murdering Vriah, was not permitted to build rhe 
houſe of God the Temple. When Chriſt was to ſuffer, he 
bids Peter put up his ſword, for he that uſes the ſword, ſhall 
periſh by the ſword, If we ſuffer for a Miniſtry of wrath, 
with a ſpirit of wrath, we ſhall find the wrathfull ſword turn 
it ſelf againſt us , cis the ſpirir of grace alone, *tis the ſpirtr 
of love, of faith and joy, which brings to the good land of 
reſt, which builds up the heavenly Temple. | 

Now I come to my Rule it ſelf, which is, Suffer alone for 
the grace of God. 1 ſhall divide this Rule into four parts. 

Suffer firſt for the Miniſtry of the grace of God, 

For attendance to this Miniſtry of the grace of God. 

For obedience to this grace. | 

For the kingdome of this grace. : 

Firſt, Suffer only for a Miniſtry of grace ; haſt thou ſeen 
the beauty of Chriſt ? haſt thou taſted the [ove of Chriſt ? 
haſt thou known how ſweet the Lord Jeſus 1s to the poor ſoul 
of man, to poor loſt (inners ? and canſt thou forbear to de- 
clare or hear thoſe things which you have taſted and ſeen, 
when they appertain tothe glory of the King of grace, when 
they appertain to all mankind, when they are the joy of the 
whole earth and of heaven, when they are the hope of all 
Nations, and of every creature in its capacity ? I will pabliſh 
the name of God, (ings e Moſes in Deut. 32. 3. you to whom 
that name hath proclaimed it ſelf in the Goſpel, publiſh that 
God is light in whoi is no darkneſs, a light of pure glory, 
that God is love it ſelf, free, abſolute, unmix'd, that he is 
God Emmanuel ,this light,this love,with us, for us, in us, in 


our ſtead, ſpringing up in us. Oh pour out chis name of God 


wherever you come, as an oyntment that may fill all ſpirits 
round about you with a ſweer ſmell, to draw all ſouls by the 
ſweet ſmell of Chriſts lovelineſs in thee, to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
make them in love with him, and now ſee what Saint Paul 
faith, Phil. 2.17. Yea, andif The offered on the ſacrifice and 
ſervice of your faith, I joy and rejoyce with you all ; for the ſame 
cauſe alſo ao ye joy and rejoyce with me. Doth the moſt high 
God in thy ſpirit thine out with the Jight of his bleſſed beauty 
mo ; | | and 
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concerning Suffering. 
and love ? doth he by thy ſpirit ſhed abroad his deareſt love 
to many ſouls ? doth he by thee wooe ſouls and bring them 
into the boſome of his moſt heavenly love, where they alſo 
become Children of light and love, ſhining in the ſame beau- 
ty, ſpringing in the ſame ſweetneſs ? If thou be offered up in 
any degree of ſuffering, and made a ſacrifice for this ſervice 
of the faith of any, for thus eſpouſing Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
ſouls of Saints one to another in this golden band of incor- 
ruptible beauty and love, Oh rejoyce, andcall all holy An- 
pelo, and blefled Spirits, ro rejoyce with thee, and be there- 
7 helpers forward of your joy. Thus ſuffer for the Miniſtry 
of grace. | 

Secondly, Suffer for thine attendance on the Miniſiry of 
grace , faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God; Oh curſed, ſaith that good and noble /ralian Mar- 
queſs, be he that thinks all the treaſures in the world to be 
worth one moments communion with the Lord Feſus Chri#t. 
Davida great King ſaith, Ong day #n the houſe of the Lord to 
behold his glory, is better than a thouſand elſewhere. Doth 
God by any Miniſtry through the outward word of his grate 
bring forth himſelf to thee as a heavenly Bridegroom com- 
ming out of his Chamber richly adorned as the Sun in a Sum- 
mer morning freſh and ſweet with beauty of his grace, to 
rake thee our of thy ſtate of fin and ſorrow, out of the tu- 
mnlts of the fleſh, ro his Bridall Chamber, to his Marriage 
Chariot, to Ryde with him as his Queen ? canſt thou now 
think there are any joyes, any treaſures to be compared with 
this State ? have you thus in the Miniſtry of his grace ſeen 
the Lord Jeſus, and received him in his love into = ſouls ? 
and is not one hour ſpent thus, better than thouſands in all 
the glory of the world ? is not one grain of this glory better, 
of more worth, than all this world at preſent, with reſpeQ 
to the preſent ſweetneſs ? what willzit then be as it grows up 
in full ripe Fruits to Eternity ? Thus ſuffer for attending to 

the Miniſtry of grace. 
Thirdly, Suffer for your obedience only to the grace of 
God ; the Wiſe men followed the Starr, rhovgh it went 1n- 
ne ah to 
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Evangelical Rules 

to 4 Stable, becauſe there they met with the __ of glory. 
Behold a more beautifull guide than a Starre, I will guide 
thee by my eye, the face of God to his-people, is the day 
ſpring from on high ; Follow this day ſpring, this eye, this 
face of God, whetherſcever it leads thee, though to a Man- 
ger, thoughtoa Priſon, thobgh to the Croſs and to the 
Grave, to Poverty and Deſolation : Oh follow it, for where- 
cver it leads you, you ſhall find your Jeſus there, the Prince 
of glory, turning the Stable, the Priſon, to a Palace of glo- 
- ry, and turning the Croſs to a flouriſhing Tree of lite, bud- 
ding as Aarexs Rod. - 

Fourthly, Suffer only for the kingdome of grace ; there 
be two Scriptures which | ſhall preſenc to you, to make good 
this part of my Exhortation, Heb. 11. 13. They confeſſed 
that they were ftrangers and Pilgrims on the earth : then 14th. 
They that ſay ſuch things, declare they ſought a Countrey, a 
Kingdome, a what Kingdom, 15. verl. zot that from whence 


they came ; and 16, but now they aeſire a better Countrey, that 
:s an heavenly ; therefore Ged is not aſhamed to be called their 
God, for he hath prepared for the a City - they ſeek a Coun- 
trey, tis their heavenly native Countrey; the word is Patrida, 


x«1&/0«, ſuffer as Pilgrims here, not to be Princes, care not 
for it ; have you been caſt out of your Poſlellions, Eſtates, 
and Glories here, and deſire not to return whatever opportu- 
nities preſent themſelves ? let not this be in your eye in 
ſuffering, profeſs here you have no abiding place, no endu- 
ring ſubſtance, profeſs your ſelves Pilgrims, give your ſelves 
to ſuffer as ſuch, ler your eye be upon your native Countrey, 
on the heavenly Feruſalem, now you pleaſe God to the hearr, 
and God delights to be called your God, when together 
with him, you will be ſojourners here, and ſeek no king- 
dome bur that in which he Reigns , now God will prepare, 
now God hath prepared for you a. City, nay a Kingdome, 


The ſecond Scripture is 2 Cor. 4. 18, with the 5th. and uſt, 


what carryed Paul through ſuffering, faith he, We look nor 
at the things that are ſeen, but things not ſeen, which are 
Eternal , and now we know, that it onr earthly houſe of 

; this 
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concerning Suffering. . 
this Tabernacle were diffolved, we hive a building of God 
Eternal in the Heavens, and this we groan for, to be cloathed 


with our houſe which is from Heaven, not to be uncloathed, 


but clothed, that mortality may be ſwallowed up of life, - 
here's a Ringdome for which alone all rhe Saints are to ſuffer, . 


not of this world, nor in this world ; nor of the fleſh, or in 
the fleſh , but of the ſpirir, and in the ſpiric ; but for an in- 
viltble kingdome, which the eye of nov natural underſtand- 
ing can reach, a kingdome ſeated and eſtabliſhed in God, a 


| kingdome eternal in the Heavens, where the invilible light 


and glory ſwallows'up all that is vilible, -remporal, and mor- 
ral into it ſelf : for this kingdome ot grace endure ſuffer- 
ings, ſo you will be like Chriſt, for it is ſaid he endured for 


the joy ſer before him ; what was that joy ſet before him ? 


ſee that Johx 17. 5. eAnd now, O Father, glorifie me with thy 
ſelf, with the glory which I had with thee before the world was: 
ſee here the joy and kingdome which was in the eye of 
Chriſt, that kingdome of God above which is righteouſneſs, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which is not in this world, 
which was before the world was, a kingdome in Eternity, 
God himſelf that kingdome, the invilible, erernal glory of 
the God-head, which was, when the wcrld was not, and 
ſhall be, when the world is no more, which while the world 


' continues is the ſame, but not in the world, nor in appea- 


rance to ſence or reaſon, but in the invilibility of the eternal 
ſpirit, in a glory farr ſurmounting ſence or reaſon , this 
kingdome was in Chriſts eye when he ſuffered, now the joy 
of this kingdome made him deſpiſe the ſhame z Oh be ye like 
Chriſt, and ſuffer for this kingdome to reign with God in his 
inviſible and eternal glory. So much for this ſecond Rule, 
To ſuffer only for the grace of God. _ 
Thirdly, Let us ſuffer with the grace of God in our ſpirits; 


- when the Diſciples deſired Jeſus Chriſt to call for fire-from 
-* Heaven to deſtroy thoſe Samaritans that would nor ſuffer 


him to go-through their City, Jeſus Chriſt ſaith unto them, 
Ye know not what ſpirits you are of ; theſe words are capable 


what 
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10 Evangelical Rules - 
what is your proper ſpirir, and how that you ask 1s your - 
proper ſpirir, this is unproper to my ſpirit, and do you de- 
fire to know whar ſpirit this is ? the Holy.Ghoſt tells in the 
Epiſtle of Saint Fames, Fam. 3. 14+ If you have any bitter 
envying and Strife in your hearts, glory not, and lye not agauyſt | 
the truth ; this is a bitter Zeal in the Original, call not this 
Zeal, Religion, and Grace, and the Spirit of the Goſpe], you 
lye againſt the truth if you do ſo ; this wiſdome is not from 
above ,but is earthly,ſenſual,and devil'iſh: O ſee what ſpirit we 
are of, if we call for fire from Heaven to conſume thoſe that 
reject us and reliſt us, to deſtroy the ſoul or life of any man; 
this is a bitter Zeal, and brings in 16 verſ, Confuſion, and 
every evil work, | 

A ſecond ſence is, you know not what ſpirit you are of, 
that is, you do not underſtand what the ſpirit of grace, of 
the Goſpel, in you is, and what the ſpirit of a Saint under the 
Goſfpelisz For the Son of Man came not to deſtroy ſouls, but 
zo ſave them'* would you know the proper ſpirit of a Saint ? 
ſez that in the 17th, verſ. But the wiſdome that is from above, 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, caſie to be entreated, full of 
mercy, and the fruits of righteouſneſs are ſown iz peace, with- 
out partiality , the word is, without wrangling : See the ſpi- 
rit which is your ſpirit, the ſpirit of Saiutilip, 'tis a Dove, 
as the eyes of the Spouſe, a ſpirit compoſed of the purity of 
a ſpiritual and heavenly lovelineſs, and in the ſimplicity of 
this lovelineſs, -it flows out in love to all, without regard to 
this pariy, or the other party, without quarrelling, and ſo 
in its life, it ſows the fruit of righteoulnels, in peace, in the 
purity, love, peaceableneſs , and gentleneſs of this ſpirit, 
and {o makes peace, and ſprings up into peace. Oh that: our 
Lord jetus were ever In our _ and heart as a pattern ; when 
he was Crucified, he died to be a Sacrifice of Love to thoſe 
that Crucified him ; when his blood was poured out with the 
greateſt malice, he ſhed it to waſh away their fins that ſpilr 
ir, to make his blood a heavenly wine in the kingdome of his- 
Father for thoſe very (inners to drink of, and receive a new 
life, to have fellowſhip with him in his life ; his laſt breath, 

' Was. 
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_ conterning Suffering. : 
was ſpent in a Doye-like breathing, and giving a kiſs of love 
to thoſe ſouls thar Crucified him, in theſe words, Father for- 


give them, for theyknow not what they do : what a kiſs of 


Kingneſs was this to thoſe ſouls that were with the greateſt 
rage Crucifying him. Oh ſuffer ye in like manner. 

"Tis ſaid, the blood of the Saints, is the ſeed of the Church; 
| When you ſuffer, let your loſs and ſuffering be with this ſpi- 
rit, to {ow a pretious ſeed of grace and love, of peace and 
righteouſneſs, to ſpring up in the ſouls of thoſe by whom you 
ſuffer, by your heavenly love and meeknsfs in ſuffering, If 
you dye ſuffering on account of the grace of God, ler the 
breathings of your foul to the laſt, be an off:ring of prayers 
in the behalf of thoſe that cauſe your ſufferings, that God 
may pardan them, and delight in them, ro.do them good, 
and bring them to the ſame reſt of God with you, 

My fourth Rule is, Let grace be in your outward beha- 
viour when you ſuffer, Ir is ſaid of the Spouſe, that milk 
and honey are under her rongue, ſo in your deportiments, 
carriage, looks, or words, let there appear nothing of rhe 
venome of the Serpent, nothirfg of the fiercene!s of the 
Wolf, ler all be Lamb-like, let your eyes be Doves-eyes, 
let every aRion and word be milk and honey , pure, 
true, wiſe, healing , nourithing , gentle, ſoftning , ſweet- 
ning ; as ſpices when they are thrown into a fire, tend out a 
ſweer perfume to recreate the {ences of thoſe that threiw them 
into the fire ; ſuch ſhould the ſuffering of a Sajnr, breathing 
out the ſweetneſs of heavenly joy and love to thoſe that calt 
them into the fire, to allure them into the feltbwſhip of this 
grace, and ſo heap coals of fire upon their heads, accor- 
. ding to thatof the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4. 12, Being reviled, 
we bleſs. 

A tifth Rule is this, Let the Grace of God be your onely 
ſolace in all your ſufferings ; I ſhall only gloſs a little on two 
. Scriptures, and ſo conclude the firſt is, in Rom.-8. 35. Who 
ſhall ſeperate us from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, di- 
ſtreſs, or perſecution, famine, or nakgdneſs,peril or ſword ? nay, 
in all theſe things we are more then conquerours, through 
him that loved us ; for 1 am perſwaded that neither death,nor 
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Evangelical Rales' © - 
life, nor any creature, ſhall be able to ſeperate from the love 
of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.- 

The grace of God that we have been ſpeaking of, and the 
love of God here in the Text, are all one, how ſweer and 
full of conſolation is this grace in ſuffering? the love and_ 
grace of God which ſhines out and lives in the glorified per- 


- ſon of Jeſus Chriſt, is the ſame that he communicates to his 


Saints and lives in them. And now whatever ſyffering comes 
to a Saint, no part of it ſhall ever come between you O Saint, . 
and this boſome of love, nothing ſhall ſeperate from this 
love : A cloud of ſuffering may ſurround you, and be black 
without to thoſe that 106k on it, but this cloud within ſhall 
(like the Tabergacle with Badgers skins without, all” glort- 
ous within) ſhall be full of divine love to you ; this cloud 
ſhall not come between you and this love of God, the grace 
of God ſhall be between you and every cloud ; They ſay of 
the Romans of old, that they had a ſort of linnen that would 


' Not be burnt in the fire, and after they had burned the dead 


aS was their cuſtome, they took up the bones and wrapt 
them in that linnen, and therein burnt them to aſhes to keep 
the aſhes unmixt from the common aſhes. Let what ſuffer- 
ing will come, let what fire will be kindled upon you, you 
are wrapt in the boſome of the Lord Jeſus 3 and whatever 
operation the fire may have upon you, it c... do you no hurt, 
for you are«{afe wrapt up in that love which the fire cannot 
hurt, The-houſes of great perſons have naked, bare, dead, 
damp walls in them, when the owners family is from thence; 
bat when they Come to their houſes they furniſh them with 
rich hangings, which are beautiful to the eye, and keep the 
rooms warm ,and ferye for recreation to entertain the-indwel- . 
lers with ſome pleaſant Rories which are deſcribed in them, 
O my beloved, every ſtate of ſuffering into which a Saint 
comes, is a diſtin room of the Pallace of the great King of 
Glory and his Bridegroom, and though thar condition be 


like bare walls, damp, melancholy, and naked, yet when you 
come into it, having this grace of God accompanying you in - 
every ſtate ; now it is furniſht richly for you with love, as 


for 


%. 


F. "ago han with the grace of God, which is the light 
; of Divine love, — and jv all in one; God in Chriſt Yhi: 
KS ning in the limplicity of all his love, doth as with hangings 
* . of glory furniſh thy room; now the deformity of the walls 
is covered with divine beauty, now the damp of the walls is 
taken away with the warmth of divine love, now the melan-. 
choly is taken away, and you are entertained with pleaſant 
ſtories of this love and its glory, all in. this furniture, in this 
love of God which comes between thee and ſufferings, and 
preſent themſelves to thee according to all wiſdome and pru- 
dence. My laſt Scripture 1s, 1 Pet. 4. 14. If ye are reproach -Y 
for the name of Chriſt, happy are yaq for the ſpirit of God and - 0 
of glory refts on you Let me give youa few conliderations E 
from this word : of grace ; Firſt, when you ſufter as a Saint 

God is with you, he preſents himſelf and appears to thee in. 

grace and love. 50 it was with Facob,he was by Eſau's ill will 

caſt out of his Fathers houſe, ſent away poor and alone; with 

my ſtaff I went over ſaith he; he wanders in a large field, 

and meets with a dark night and a hard bed, having a cold 

ſtone for his ſorrowful head to fleep upon ; but behold 
-there he met with that preſence of God, that ſpirir of God 
| and of glory, in fuch eminency, as he never ſaw before, thar 

; - hecries out, This is none other but the houſe of God, this is 
* thegate of Heat. Let us not fear what will befall us 
\ while we be obedientto the heayenly viſion in, the face of | | 
' Chriſt, we may be caſt out of our Fathers houſe by our 
churliſh Brethren, from our own houſes, eſtates; and joys of 
this life to wants and nakedneſs. But behold their God will 
appear to us, that we ſhall ſay, O bleſſed experience, I am 
caſt out of my own houſe, but here I am in the houſe of my 
God, where [ ſhall dwell for evermore. 
- 2ly. God will be with thee in his ſpirir,not a ſpirit of grace 
only,but a ſpirit of glory, God will be with thee in the ſpirir 
© unvailed, and give thee the ſweeteſt view of his naked face, 
| he will.in this Fairir of grace and glory poure out . himſelf in 
the higheſt delights to thy boſome, and rake thee to his bo- 
q ſome, to the fountain'of love and ſweetneſs, raaking himſelf 
with thee one ſpirit of Joy, beauty, ſweetneGs, jw and 
5 ; Iight g-” ; 
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light, all your graces. ſhall be Jories ,. NOW..aS - . 3 
Gold by the fire is. hejghtned ro a luſtre, the ſpirit ſhall bein. 7; 
every grace,-comfort, and truth,a ſpirit of glory. God ſhall Þ- 
ſay to you, come our from the poſic{lions and joyes of this 
world, to the naked open field ; there I will bring thee to 
my garden,and thete 1 will ſing of-my loves, come out ofthe 
Tabernacles of clay, come with .me my love to my banguet- 
ting hauafe, there I will give thee my loves, there ] will ſpread 
my banner of love more glorioully then ever you ſaw it, and 
you ſhall be more fick ot love for me, and I will more abun- 
dantly fatisfie thy Jove. 

Thirdly, God will now be with thee to reſt on thee to 
continue with thee, not as in your proſperity like a wai- 
fairing man, to give a viſit for a night and away ; no, he will 
{ay thon haſt lett and loſt comfort of relations, Sc friends,6c 
ready to loſe thy lite, now I will not leave thee alone,l will 
be houſe and land, gardens and orchard, ſweet relations, all 
joys of life , ile be the pillar of fire and pillar of cloud at 
once to thee by day and by night; -ile be a firm ſecurity to 
thee, a fire ſhining round about thee with flames of pureſt 
glory, molt ravilhing ſweetneſs, divineſt love; lle be a ſweet 
cloud overſhadowing thee, diſtilling on thee peace and reſt, 
I will keep thee in perpetual ſafety by my over ſhadowing 
thee; 1 will never leave thee alone while you ſleep; Ie 
watch over thee when you awake, I will talk with thee, I 
will entertain thee, I will ſpeak of my* Kingdom and glory, 
and in all thy walks I will guide thee; I will tel! thee of 
the union between thee and me, which is an unſearchable 
miſtery to the natural man; I will celebrate before thee 
my everlaſting love, my light, life, and love, ſhall be the 
way in which you ſhall walk, in which you ſhall go from one 
delight to another, till you come to eternal joys in my ſelf. 

Laſtly, when you ſuffer for the grace of God, it ap- 
pears from this Scripture, the God of all grace will reſt in 
thee, that is, will lay himſelf down in thy boſome, and give 
thee full ſatisfaQion, higheſt complacency and joy that you 
are capable of ; when Chriſt was baptized, Heaven was 
opened 
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} "opened uport him, and God: came down in the form of a 
Dove; and ſaid, This « my well beloved Son, in whom I am 
+ ., wellpleaſed, Oh who would not with Jeſus Chriſt enter 
 -into a Baptiſme of the deepeſt afflition , the greatcil 
ſuffering, to have God as the Heaven: of Heavens opening 
himſelf about thee, and come in a Dove-like form in purelt 
love, ſpeaking ſuch words as theſe, this :s my beloved Child, 
in whom #ny ſoul is well pleaſed? now is my joy tull in thee,and 
thy joy ſhall be full in me, and I will glorifie thee with my 
ſelf ; theſe ſufferings themſelves ſhall be a Crown of glory. 
Thus my beloved, make the grace of God the only ſolace 
to you in ſufferings; and ſer theſe Rules before you in ſuffur- 
- ing, from the grace of God, for the grace of God, as a Mi- 
niltry of love, ard in attendarice cn ir, obedience to it, to 
walk in God as he is love, and have nothing but this love 
dwell in you ; ſuffer. with a fpirir of grace and love, ſpring- þ.” f 
ing up into all grace , ſuffer with a gracious behaviour, where = 
nothing but love to all. ſprings up a divine love like the love | 
of our Saviour, making you in ſuffering a ſacrifice ofa Lamb 
for all in lovez and then let this grace of God, this 
race Which is the higheſt love, beauty and joy, which is 
God himſelf in higheit love and joy, coming to you, and 
taking you ts himiclf; let this be your ſolace in ſuffering, 
and ſo the Gd of grace and peace ſhall keep you whether 
you live or dye, he ſhall ſow the Fruits of Righteoſneſs in my 
peace, Which {hall ſpring up 1n peace to your ſelves, and all | 
round about yeu. And thus much for this Exhortation. 


EF: 


TP SO..7-f 3 WIG 
: 
OG ON 


